 


CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

November 13, 2012
THERE IS NO TAPE RECORDING OF THE MEETING DUE TO A MALFUNCTION.
Mayor Joe LaCascia called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.
Pastor Lawlor, New Life Community Church, gave the invocation.
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Joe LaCascia.
ROLL CALL – Linda Walker
Present:  Mayor Joe LaCascia, Vice Mayor Mike Blethen, Councilor Kelly Downing, Councilor Don Kimsey, City Manager Patricia Jackson, Attorney Jason Searl (covering for Attorney Thomas Cloud) and Councilor Trudy Block (arrived at 7:35 p.m.)
A quorum was established.
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Vice Mayor Blethen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda; the motion was seconded by Councilor Downing.
Roll Call:  Councilor Downing-aye, Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, Mayor LaCascia-aye, Councilor Kimsey-aye
4-ayes

0-nays

The motion carried.
PRESENTATIONS AND/OR RECOGNITIONS
There were no presentations or recognitions.
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Ordinance 2012-1296, an Ordinance of the City of Polk City, Florida, amending the final budget; reallocating and re-appropriating monies within the budget for 
Fiscal Year 2011- 2012; providing for all other items in the budget of expenses to remain unchanged; providing for severability; providing an effective date, first reading
Mayor LaCascia read Ordinance 2012-1296 in short title.  Pam Lawson, Finance Director, went over the budget amendment – the General Fund increased by $260,747 (money transferred from the Enterprise Fund in the amount of $197,197, and cash carry forward from the Restricted Transportation Fund in the amount of $63,550), which was approved by City Council earlier in the year.   There were no comments or questions from the audience.
Vice Mayor Blethen made a motion to Adopted Ordinance 2012-1296, amending the 2011-2012 budget, on first reading; the motion was seconded by Mayor LaCascia.
Roll Call:  Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, Councilor Kimsey-aye, Councilor Downing-aye, Mayor LaCascia-aye

4-ayes

0-nays

The motion carried.
Ordinance 2012-1297, an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of
Polk City, Florida, consenting to the inclusion of the entire territory within

the municipal boundaries of the City into a Polk County Municipal Service

Benefit Unit; providing for intent, purpose and effect; providing for the repeal

of laws in conflict; providing for severability; and providing for an effective

date, first reading
Mayor LaCascia read Ordinance 2012-1297 in short title.  City Manager Jackson advised Polk City currently has an open ended contract for fire services from Polk County Fire Services, which charges a fire tax on the property tax bills.  The State Law has changed whereby there has to be a specific date for these types of contracts; this Ordinance will provide fire services for a 10 year period, and will make Polk City in compliance with State Law.  There were no questions or comments from the public.

Councilor Kimsey made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-1297 on first reading; the motion was seconded by Councilor Downing.
Roll Call:  Councilor Kimsey-aye, Councilor Downing-aye, Mayor LaCascia-aye, Vice Mayor Blethen-aye

4-ayes

0-nays

The motion carried.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no unfinished business.
NEW BUSINESS
Surplus Property
(a)  Resolution 2012-06, A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Polk                 
      City, Florida, declaring certain personal property as surplus; providing for 

       authorization for the public sale, subsequent donation or disposal of said

       personal property; providing for the proper advertisement of said sale; 

       providing for all revenue to be placed in the General Fund; and providing

       an effective date.
      Mayor LaCascia read Resolution 2012-06 in short title.  City Manager Jackson 


advised there are approximately 500 Library Books, which will be sold or given to


charity, and the City has a 2003 Ford Escape staff would like to surplus.  Some 


discussion took place regarding the sale of the 2003 Ford Escape; however, it was


noted that would be discussed under 1(b) (Council was given the blue book value).


Councilor Kimsey made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-06; the motion was 

seconded by Vice Mayor Blethen.


Roll Call:  Councilor Downing-aye, Mayor LaCascia-aye, Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, 


Councilor Kimsey-aye


4-ayes

`
0-nays


The motion carried.
(b) Discussion of Woodard and Curran Purchasing the 2003 Ford Escape

Mike Cherniak, with Woodard and Curran, advised Council they would be interested


in purchasing the 2003 Ford Escape for Charles Nichols to use.  Councilor Kimsey


commented he has no problem with Woodard and Curran having first shot at 


purchasing the Ford Escape; Vice Mayor Blethen advised he would be in favor 

of selling the Ford Escape to Woodard & Curran in “as is” condition for $4,000.


Vice Mayor Blethen made a motion to approve the sale of the 2003 Ford Escape to 


Woodard & Curran for $4,000 as is; the motion was seconded by Councilor Kimsey.


Roll Call:  Councilor Downing-aye, Councilor Kimsey-aye, 


Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, Mayor LaCascia-aye


4-ayes


0-nays


The motion carried.  Mike Cherniak will check with his superiors and get back with 


the City Manager regarding the purchase.

Addendum to Professional Engineering Services Contract for the Community 
Development Block Grant Funded Potable Water Line Replacement Project
Jay Ameno, GAI Consultants, addressed Council regarding the Addendum to the contract for the CDBG Potable Water Line Replacement Project.  City Council previously approved a change order not to exceed $142,000 relating to the replacement of the asbestos pipe that was found; the $11,045 is part of that change order.   Mr. Ameno went over the additional Engineering Services that will be covered with replacement of the asbestos pipe; he also advised Council this will be paid from Community Development Block Grant monies.

Mayor LaCascia made a motion to approve the Addendum for Professional Engineering Services for the CDBG Potable Water Line Replacement Project; the motion was seconded by Councilor Downing.  Under discussion, Vice Mayor Blethen asked if this would take care of the entire asbestos pipe; Jay advised it would only take care of the project limits.  Councilor Kimsey asked if it was for Railroad Heights; he was advised that is correct.
Roll Call:  Mayor LaCascia-aye, Councilor Kimsey-aye, Councilor Downing-aye, Vice mayor Blethen-aye

4-ayes

n-nays

The motion carried.

Addendum to Professional Engineering Services Contract for the Water, Wastewater and Water Reuse System Improvements – Additional Services
Jay Ameno, GAI Consultants, addressed Council and discussed the request for an Addendum to the Professional Engineering Services Contract for the Water, Wastewater and Water Reuse System Improvements – Additional Services in the amount of $48,500.  GAI realized that the pre-design work was under-estimated from the original scope of construction.  GAI has estimated for an additional four months; the money would be covered under the Bond Project expenditures.  This project consists of the Mt. Olive and Cardinal Hill Systems, the water interconnect with the City of Lakeland, closing down of the Mt. Olive Wastewater Plant, etc.; the project is more complex than originally planned.  

Mayor LaCascia made a motion to approve the Addendum to Professional Engineering Services Contract for the Water, Wastewater and Water Reuse Project in the amount of $48,500; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Blethen.

Under discussion, Councilor Kimsey asked whose fault was it regarding the under estimated amount; Mr. Ameno advised part of it was their fault.  Mayor LaCascia asked when the cost was incurred; Mr. Ameno advised some of the cost was after the ground was opened and some was before.  Mayor LaCascia asked about the four months of additional services; Mr. Ameno advised  part of the cost is for periodic inspections (Councilor Block arrived at approximately 7:35 p.m.).  Mayor LaCascia asked what the consequences would be if the addendum is not approved and who pays for it; Mr. Ameno advised they would stand behind the contract.  Mayor LaCascia added the price could be negotiated and that it doesn’t have to be all or nothing.  Mayor LaCascia then asked what stage of contract are we at based on the original contract of $121,000; Mr. Ameno advised about 80%.  Vice Mayor Blethen asked if there were any change orders; Jay advised there were none on this contract.  Vice Mayor Blethen advised he would be in favor of tabling this until more information is available.  Councilor Block asked to see a project plan.  At this time Attorney Searl advised the maker of the original motion (Mayor LaCascia) could change or withdraw the motion and the person who made the second could approve, which was the Vice Mayor.  Mayor LaCascia withdrew his original motion and Vice Mayor Blethen agreed to withdraw his second.

Mayor LaCascia made a motion to table the addendum in the amount of $48,500 awaiting additional information from GAI; Vice Mayor Blethen seconded the motion.

Roll Call:  Mayor LaCascia-aye, Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, Councilor Block-aye, Councilor Downing-aye, Councilor Kimsey-aye.

5-ayes

0-nays

The motion carried to table.

 2012 Annual Christmas Parade
a. Select a Grand Marshal 
Councilor Block nominated “Hick Chicks with Sticks” Softball Team.  It was consensus of City Council that “Hick Chicks with Sticks” would be the Grand 

Marshal for the Christmas Parade.
b. Select a Citizen of the Year
Councilor Block recommended three people for Citizen of the Year:  1) Bob Howell, David Massett and Suzette Penton.  After discussion of the three candidates, it was the consensus of City Council that Bob Howell would be Citizen of the Year.

CITY MANAGER ITEMS / CITY CLERK ITEMS
· City Manager advised the city has experienced several water line breaks and Wood & Curran has done a great job handling the breaks.  
At this time Mayor LaCascia advised that Mike Cherniak, who is with Woodard & Curran, is present to answer any questions. Mike Cherniak went over some of the issues relating to the recent water line breaks (Mike Cherniak submitted a memorandum to City Council before the meeting regarding the problems that have been occurring specifically in the Mt. Olive area).  Several questions were asked by the public regarding addressing the issues in the future, boil water notices and putting information on the website.  Mr. Cherniak advised several news channels were contacted to put the boil water notices on the news, signs and possible solutions for the future.  Mayor LaCascia noted that Dwight 
Kitchens sent out a massive email in Mt. Olive Shores North.  
Those asking questions were Wendy Whanger and Lorraine Schneider.  Mr.  Cherniak also discussed the boil water precaution process and the testing that is done.  Al Schneider asked at what point is the water tested for the chlorine; Charles Nichols advised at the leak and at its farthest point.  Mr. Cherniak advised different methods of notification is being looked into.
· Polk County has approved the interlocal agreement for the Polk City Landscape and irrigation Evaluation Program; it is available on the City’s website.
· City Council has been presented with a report from Smirna regarding the Safe Haven Halloween Event
· Christmas Parade is Saturday, December 1st at 2:00 p.m.; event to follow at Freedom Park
· Ridge League of Cities meeting is Thursday, December 13 in Lakeland
· City Hall offices will be closed for Thanksgiving  Wednesday, November 21 and reopening Monday, November 26th; the Library will be closed Thursday, November 22 and reopen Monday, November 26th
· Progress is being made on the new design of the City’s website; it is scheduled to be completed by the end of December
· There will be a special meeting November 27, 2012, at 6:00 p.m. to adopt Ordinance 2012-1296 on second and final reading.
· The surplus computers will be going to the Library
· Interviews will begin to fill the Librarian position
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS
The Attorney had nothing to report.
MAYOR ITEMS
The Mayor had nothing to report.
VICE MAYOR ITEMS 

Vice Mayor Blethen thanked the City Staff and people working on the budget regarding reserve funds – he mentioned what happen in New York.  Vice Mayor Blethen also thanked Woodard & Curran for working on water system, pipe layouts and finding valves.
COUNCIL MEMBER ITEMS
Councilor Block – Councilor Block’s report is on file in the City Clerk’s Office
· Councilor Block advised the City is mentioned in the Quality Cities Magazine (Florida League of Cities) for submitting an application for the Municipal Citizenship Award 

· Elected as Chair of the Education Committee for Central Florida Development Council
· TPO is expanding bus routes

· Advised she has resigned from the Polk City Bike Challenge Committee

Councilor Downing – Wished everyone a Happy Holiday Season.
Councilor Kimsey – Thanked everyone for attending, and wished everyone a prosperous Thanksgiving.  He also mentioned the troops on foreign soil, and asked everyone to say a prayer on their behalf.
PUBLIC COMMENTS/REQUEST 
Mr. Michael Ho-Shing, 505 Orange Blvd., addressed Council and wanted to speak on items the Planning Commission is dealing with.  After brief discussion, Mayor LaCascia advised it would be inappropriate for Mr. Ho-Shing to bring items the Planning Commission is considering to bring forward to City Council.  Mr. Ho-Shing advised he is having an art show and will be sending invitations. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Councilor Block announced the First Baptists Church was having a program November 18th in recognition of their new sanctuary being completed.
A motion was made by Mayor LaCascia and seconded by Vice Mayor Blethen to adjourn the meeting; the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
____________________________

______________________________

Patricia R. Jackson, City Clerk


Mayor Joe LaCascia
CONSENT AGENDA

November 13, 2012
MAY ALL BE APPROVED BY ONE VOTE OF COUNCIL TO ACCEPT CONSENT AGENDA. Council Members may remove a specific item below for discussion, and add it to the regular agenda under New or Unfinished Business, whichever category best applies to the subject. 

A.
CITY CLERK

1.  Accept minutes – October 8, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting

B.
REPORTS


1.  Building Report – October 2012

2.  Code Enforcement Report – October 2012

3.  Finance Report – September and October 2012

4.  Library Report – 

5.  Living Hope – October 2012

6.  Sheriff’s Office Report – October 2012

7.  Utilities Report – October 2012
C.  
OTHER
           1.  2013 Annual Support Maintenance Services Agreement with Edmunds & 

                Associates


2.  Renewal of Work Squad Contract #WS730, AMD#1 for 2013

3.  Write-off of bad debts 
Please note: Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, if a person decides to appeal any decision made by the city council with respect to any matter considered during this meeting, he or she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

In accordance with the American with Disabilities Act, a person with disabilities needing any special accommodations to participate in city meetings should contact the Office of the City Clerk, Polk City Government Center, 123 Broadway, Polk City, Florida 33868 Telephone (863)984-1375.  The City of Polk City may take action on any matter during this meeting, including items that are not set forth within this agenda.

Minutes of the city council meetings may be obtained from the city clerk’s office. The minutes are recorded, but are not transcribed verbatim. Persons requiring a verbatim transcript may arrange with the city clerk to duplicate the recordings, or arrange to have a court reporter present at the meeting. The cost of duplication and/or court reporter will be at the expense of the requesting party. 
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