
 

 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

June 17, 2013 
 

 
Mayor Joe LaCascia called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Councilor Don Kimsey gave the invocation. 
 
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Joe LaCascia. 
 
ROLL CALL – Kathy Delp 
Present:  Mayor Joe LaCascia, Vice Mayor Mike Blethen, Councilor Trudy Block, 
Councilor Don Kimsey, City Attorney Thomas Cloud and City Manager Patricia Jackson 
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM - Yes 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Councilor Block to approve the Consent Agenda; the motion was seconded 
by Vice Mayor Blethen. 
 
Vote: Councilor Block-aye, Mayor LaCascia-aye, Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, Councilor 
 Kimsey-aye 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITIONS - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mayor LaCascia advised other than speaking under public hearings this would be the 
time for the public to speak or make comments regarding specific items on the agenda.  
There was no public comment. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
A. ORDINANCE 2013-1300 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF POLK CITY, 
FLORIDA;  AMENDING THE FINAL BUDGET; REALLOCATING AND 
REAPPROPRIATING MONIES WITHIN THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013; 
PROVIDING FOR ALL OTHER ITEMS IN THE BUDGET OF EXPENSES TO REMAIN 
UNCHANGED; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE, second and final reading. 
 
Mayor LaCascia read Ordinance 2013-1300 by title only and opened the Public 
Hearing; there being no questions or comments from the audience, Mayor LaCascia 
closed the Public Hearing. 
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Motion by Councilor Block to approve Ordinance 2013-1300 on second and final 
reading; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Blethen 
 
Vote: Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, Councilor Block-aye, Councilor Kimsey-aye, Mayor 
 LaCascia-aye 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
B. ORDINANCE 2013-1301 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF POLK CITY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS; 
CONTINUING AND IMPOSING A MORATORIUM ON COLLECTION OF IMPACT 
FEES, OTHER THAN IMPACT FEES FOR WATER AND SEWER SERVICES FOR  
TWELVE MONTHS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE, first reading 
 
Mayor Joe LaCascia read Ordinance 2013-1301 by title only and opened the Public 
Hearing. 
 
Mr. Lou Nelson, MOSN, addressed the City Council about the value of permits that 
were pulled in 2012 ($1.2 million); since February 2013 permits have been pulled that 
equal $1.2 million and additional $2 million on the way.  He also spoke about the 
marketing strategy, and by the time MOSN is built out, it will have added a tax base of 
$49 million to the City’s tax rolls.  Mr. Nelson also commented as much about water 
problems, but there are still isolated incidents; he does hear a lot about WAC & SAC.  
Mr. Nelson then spoke about phases 5 and 6 and some obstacles he is trying to 
overcome – his contract is up at the end of 2013 and doesn’t know what will happen. 
 
Motion by Mayor LaCascia to approve Ordinance 2013-1301 on first reading; the 
motion was seconded by Councilor Kimsey. 
 
Under discussion, Councilor Block asked if this mirrors what Polk County is doing; she 
was advised the County’s moratorium expires in January 2014; the City’s will expire in 
December 2014.  Councilor Block asked if this is what we want to do.  Attorney Cloud 
advised it is a good thing, and he doesn’t see the County not doing it.  Vice Mayor 
Blethen commented it would be good for the County to do so.  When the question was 
raised regarding the dollar amount for the impact fees being waived; Kathy Delp 
advised it was a total of $3,778 (per permit that would be charged).  Councilor Kimsey 
feels if the City doesn’t do this, it could have an effect on growth.  Councilor Block 
commented that most cities have this.  Mayor LaCascia commented that Developers 
use this as a selling point; it saves the homeowner.   
 
Vote: Mayor LaCascia-aye, Councilor Kimsey-aye, Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, Councilor 
 Block-aye 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
1. Vacancy of City Council Seat No. 3 

 
a. Letters of Interest - discuss and take action on filling Seat #3 

  Mayor LaCascia advised letters of interest were received from Keith 
 Prestage and Terry Lee Rubin. 

 
Each candidate came forward to provide a brief history about themselves and answer 
questions from Council. 
 
Motion by Mayor LaCascia to appoint Keith Prestage to fill the vacancy of City Council 
Seat No. 3; the motion was seconded by Councilor Kimsey. 
 
Vote: Councilor Kimsey-aye, Councilor Block-aye, Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, Mayor 

LaCascia-aye 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
b. Oath of Office 

New Councilmember Keith Prestage took the Oath of Office, administered 
by City Manager Jackson 

 
2. City Manager Evaluation 
 

Mayor LaCascia provided background information as to the motion and second 
made at the last meeting concerning the City Manager’s Evaluation.  City 
Manager Jackson stated that each Councilor received a copy of the employment 
contract which states the evaluation is conducted in October.  City Manager 
Jackson received evaluation forms from other cities in Polk County and then 
listed the 10 most popular topics used during an evaluation. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
After further discussion, the Council decided to move this item to a workshop. 

 
3. Discussion of Workshop Topics and Date 

 
Council discussed possible dates for a workshop.  Motion by Councilor Block to 
have a workshop July 20th at 8:00 a.m.; the motion was seconded by Mayor 
LaCascia. 

 
Topics for discussion: 
 
City Manager Evaluation, Budget, Debt Reduction, Protocol and Processes 
Assignment of Delegates 



 

4 
 

 
Vote: Councilor Kimsey-aye, Councilor Block-aye, Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, Mayor 

LaCascia-aye, Councilor Prestage-aye 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Designation of Voting Delegate – Florida League of Cities Annual 

Conference 
 
Mayor LaCascia advised Councilor Block was the voting delegate at the Florida League 
of Cities Conference last year and made a motion to designate Councilor Block as the 
Voting Delegate for the Florida League of Cities Annual Conference (August); the 
motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Blethen. 
 
Vote: Mayor LaCascia-aye, Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, Councilor Kimsey-aye, Councilor 

Prestage-aye, Councilor Block-aye. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
2. Discussion and Acceptance of Purchasing a Dell t420 Server – City’s 

Computer System 
 
City Manager Jackson advised the current server is old and running out of space; a 
quote was received from RTS to replace the current server in the amount of $7,900, 
which includes labor. 
 
Motion by Mayor LaCascia to approve the purchase of a Dell t420 Server from RTS in 
the amount of $7,900; the motion was seconded by Councilor Block. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Vote: Vice Mayor Blethen-aye, Councilor Block-aye, Mayor LaCascia-aye, Councilor 
 Kimsey-nay, Councilor Prestage-aye 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
CITY MANAGER / CITY CLERK ITEMS 
 
 CDBG Projects are complete and final payments have been made. 
 
 Bond Project - Awaiting final approval. 
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 Safe Routes to school grant that we applied for.  Polk City was recommended for 
funding for FY for 2015-16.  Next step in the approval process is the FDOT 
District One for approval. 

 
 Nomination forms have been distributed for the E. Harris Drew Municipal Official 

Lifetime Achievement Award through the Florida League of Cities. 
 
 Florida League of Cities Annual Conference will be held in Orlando August 15-

17, 2013. 
 
 Letter submitted to Mr. William Killingsworth, Director, Division of Community 

Development for the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, requesting a 
$25,000 Grant for Community Planning Technical Assistance.  10-20 year 
Capital Improvement Plan 

 
 Water Quality Reports for 2012 are on the City’s website online for viewing. 
 
 New Employee - Sheandolen Dunn will begin employment with Polk City on July 

8 as Assistant to the City Manager. 
 
 Hydromatic Tank Repair – Letter received from the Health Department that this 

tank needs to be replaced.  Staff is working on repair cost versus replacement 
cost. 

 
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS 
1. Discussion of Resolution 2013-05, Public Participation at Meetings 

 
A copy of the resolution is available for anyone desires to review.  City Attorney 
Cloud discussed in further detail. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Council agreed to discuss Resolution 2013-05 at the July 20th Workshop. 
 
Motion by Councilor Block to approve discussion of Resolution 2013-05, Public 
Participation at Meetings at the July 20th Workshop; the motion was seconded by 
Councilor Kimsey. 
 
Vote: Councilor Block - aye, Councilor Kimsey - aye, Mayor LaCascia - aye, 

Councilor Prestage - aye, Vice Mayor Blethen - aye 
 
MAYOR ITEMS 
 
Keith Prestage joined the Polk City Council at a critical time in Polk City.  In regards to 
the June 4, 2013 article regarding growth of taxable values compared to other cities in 
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Polk County, Polk City is directly behind Winter Haven which is thirty times larger.  The 
stewardship of the City increases will be critical moving forward. 
 
VICE MAYOR ITEMS 
 
Are there any plans for the old Sewer Plant?  Is there any value to it?  What can we use 
it for? 
 
Thanked Mr. Prestage and Mr. Rubin for coming forth in regards to being considered to 
fill Council Seat #3. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER ITEMS 
Councilor Block – provided a list of her activities and/or items covered since the last 
meeting 
 
Councilor Prestage – expressed appreciation for the opportunity to serve on the Polk 
City Council. 
 
Councilor Kimsey – suggested using the Bible for the swearing in of Council members 
moving forward. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
City offices closed Thursday, July 4, 2013, for Independence Day 
 
ADJOURNMENT- 8:25 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________   ________________________________ 

Patricia Jackson, City Manager    Joe LaCascia, Mayor 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
June 17, 2013 

 
MAY ALL BE APPROVED BY ONE VOTE OF COUNCIL TO ACCEPT CONSENT 
AGENDA.  Council Members may remove a specific item below for discussion, and add 
it to the regular agenda under New or Unfinished Business, whichever category best 
applies to the subject.  
 
 
A. CITY CLERK 
 1. Accept minutes – May 20, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
B. REPORTS 
 1 Finance Report – May 2013 
 2. Library Report – May 2013 
 3. Sheriff’s Office Report – May 2013 
 4. Utilities Report – May 2013 
 
C. OTHER 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please note: Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, if a person decides to appeal any decision made by the 
city council with respect to any matter considered during this meeting, he or she will need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based.  
 
In accordance with the American with Disabilities Act, a person with disabilities needing any special accommodations 
to participate in city meetings should contact the Office of the City Clerk, Polk City Government Center, 123 
Broadway, Polk City, Florida 33868 Telephone (863)984-1375.  The City of Polk City may take action on any matter 
during this meeting, including items that are not set forth within this agenda. 
 
Minutes of the city council meetings may be obtained from the city clerk’s office. The minutes are recorded, but are 
not transcribed verbatim. Persons requiring a verbatim transcript may arrange with the city clerk to duplicate the 
recordings, or arrange to have a court reporter present at the meeting. The cost of duplication and/or court reporter 
will be at the expense of the requesting party.  
 
 
 


